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Preface

This book is intended for learners who do not have a formal background
in Mandarin language. It is designed to train learners in order to acquire the
basic skills to communicate effectively in the language. Learners can start
mastering Mandarin through Hanyu Pinyin i.e. a phonetic transcription system
using a modified Latin alphabet. The book integrates the aspects of phonetics,

conversational settings and vocabulary.

This book is aimed, not only at allowing learners to familiarize themselves
with Mandarin but also to enjoy learning it. With this in mind, a variety of topics
have been included in this book and the topics are laid out over 5 chapters, which
include everyday situations and simple dialogues. Glossary is also included at the
back of this book.

I hope that this book will contribute to rendering the learning of Mandarin

an interesting and enjoyable experience for everyone.

On behalf of the authors of the book, I wish to thank Dr.Berhannudin
Bin Mohd Salleh, the Director of the Centre for Humanities and Communication
Studies, Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia, for his sage advice and

encouragement to publish this book.

Lim Hong Swan



Lim Hong Swan is coordinator of the Mandarin Language Programme at
Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia (UTHM), and has 35 years of experience

teaching in secondary schools, teachers’ training college and university.
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