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Abstract: This publication, Malaysia-Mexico@50: Savoring 50 Years of Harmony - A
Fusion of Malaysia-Mexico Delights, commemorates five decades of diplomatic relations
between Malaysia and Mexico. It celebrates a long-standing friendship built on mutual
respect, cultural appreciation, and collaborative progress. The book highlights the role of
academic institutions in strengthening bilateral ties, particularly the involvement
of Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) through the establishment of the Center for
Latin American Studies (iKAL) at the Institute of Malaysian and International Studies
(IKMAS) in 2013. Since its establishment, iKAL has served as an important platform for
fostering understanding of Latin American culture and society from an Asian perspective,
including the publication of the Malay edition of Nueva Historia Minima de México in
2016. The book also reflects the expanding academic collaboration between Malaysia
and Mexico, with contributions from institutions such as Universiti Tun Hussein Onn
Malaysia (UTHM), Universiti Poly-Tech Malaysia (UPTM), and the Universidad de
Ixtlahuaca (UI CUI). Inspired by academic visits and culinary exchanges between both
countries, particularly a collaborative gastronomy experience in 2023, this publication
showcases the fusion of Malaysian and Mexican culinary traditions as a symbol of cultural
exchange and friendship. Through educational cooperation, including student exchanges,
joint research, and academic partnerships, Malaysia and Mexico continue to strengthen
cross-cultural understanding and global engagement. This book serves not only as a
reflection of past achievements but also as a celebration of the present and a hopeful vision
for future collaboration between the two nations.
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Preface

It is with immense pride and heartfelt honor that we present Malaysia-Mexico@50
Savoring 50 Years of Harmony: A Fusion of Malaysia-Mexico Delights. This publication is
more than a commemorative volume—it is a celebration of a profound and enduring
friendship between Malaysia and Mexico, marking five decades of diplomatic relations
enriched by mutual respect, cultural appreciation, and collaborative progress.

For Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), this journey of friendship began in 2003 and
was significantly strengthened with the establishment of the Center for Latin American
Studies (iKAL) at the Institute of Malaysian and International Studies (IKMAS) on August
15, 2013. Since then, iKAL has served as a vital bridge between Malaysia and Latin
America, offering insights into Latin American culture and society through an Asian
lens. A landmark moment in this academic engagement was the 2016 publication of the
Malay edition of Nueva Historia Minima de México, titled Intisari Sejarah Mexico Baharu.

A decade ago, our shared history was beautifully documented in Mexico & Malaysia:
Celebrating 40 Years of Friendship. Today, as we commemorate our 50-year milestone,
this new publication carries that legacy forward. We are especially proud that Universiti
Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia (UTHM), together with partners like Universiti Poly-Tech
Malaysia (UPTM) and the Universidad de Ixtlahuaca (UI CUI), has joined this celebration.
Their involvement symbolizes the expanding network of academic cooperation, which
now spans multiple institutions across both countries. The last work visit to UI CUI
was in October, 2023. It was the culinary delights, tasting Mexican and Malaysian food
prepared by chefs from UI CUI and UTHM together with UI CUI students at the Faculty
of Gastronomy, UI CUI that gave birth to this book.

Education remains at the heart of our partnership. Through vibrant student exchanges,
joint research, and shared academic pursuits, we continue to foster cross-cultural
understanding and global citizenship. These efforts not only strengthen institutional
ties but also nurture a generation committed to international collaboration and peace.
We thank those listed in “Acknowledgement” as well as others who have assisted us in
making this book a reality.

This publication is a tribute to the past, a celebration of the present, and a hopeful look
toward a future of continued unity between Malaysia and Mexico.

Editorial Team

iv | Malaysia-Mexico@50
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Es con inmenso orgullo y profundo honor que presentamos Malaysia-México@50: Saboreando
50 Afios de Armonia - Una fusion de delicias de Malasia y México. Esta publicacion es mds
que un volumen conmemorativo; es una celebracion de una amistad profunda y duradera entre

Malasia y México, que conmemora cinco décadas de relaciones diplomdticas marcadas por el
respeto mutuo, la apreciacion cultural y el progreso compartido.

Para la Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), este camino de amistad comenzd en 2003 y se
consolidé significativamente con la creacion del Centro de Estudios Latinoamericanos (iKAL)
en el Instituto de Estudios de Malasia e Internacionales (IKMAS) el 15 de agosto de 2013. Desde
entonces, iIKAL ha servido como un puente vital entre Malasia y América Latina, ofreciendo
una mirada asidtica a la cultura y sociedad latinoamericanas. Un momento emblemdtico
de este compromiso académico fue la publicacién en 2016 de la edicion en malayo de Nueva
Historia Minima de México, titulada Intisari Sejarah Mexico Baharu.

Hace una década, nuestra historia compartida fue hermosamente documentada en México
y Malasia: Celebrando 40 Afios de Amistad. Hoy, al conmemorar medio siglo de lazos
diplomdticos, esta nueva publicacion da continuidad a ese legado. Nos llena de orgullo que la
Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia (UTHM), junto con instituciones colaboradoras como la
Universiti Poly-Tech Malaysia (UPTM) y la Universidad de Ixtlahuaca (UI CUI), se sumen a
esta celebracion. Su participacion simboliza una creciente red de cooperacién académica que
ahora abarca multiples instituciones en ambos paises. La ultima visita académica a la UI CUI
tuvo lugar en octubre de 2023. Fue precisamente durante este encuentro —al compartir delicias
culinarias, degustando platillos malayos y mexicanos preparados por chefs de UTHM y UI CUI,
junto con estudiantes de la Facultad de Gastronomia de UI CUI— que nacio la inspiracion para
este libro.

La educacion sigue siendo el eje central de nuestra alianza. A través de intercambios
estudiantiles dindmicos, investigaciones conjuntas y proyectos académicos compartidos,
continuamos fomentando la comprension intercultural y la ciudadania global. Estos esfuerzos
no solo fortalecen los vinculos institucionales, sino que también forman generaciones
comprometidas con la cooperacion internacional y la paz. Agradecemos a quienes figuran en
los “Agradecimientos” asi como a todas las personas que han contribuido a hacer realidad esta
obra.

Esta publicacion es un tributo al pasado, una celebracion del presente y una mirada
esperanzadora hacia un futuro de unidad continua entre Malasia y México.

Equipo Editorial
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Forewrord,

Vice Chancellor,
Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia

I am pleased to introduce Malaysia-Mexico@50:
Savoring 50-year Harmony: A Fusion of Malaysia-
Mexico Delights, a publication that celebrates the
enduring friendship between our two nations. This
work highlights key milestones and achievements
in our bilateral relations over the past fifty years.
In commemoration of this 50-year anniversary,
Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia (UTHM) is
honored to join this extended partnership, further
strengthening the collaboration between Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) and Universidad
de Ixtlahuaca. UTHM is proud to be part of this
historic milestone in our diplomatic journey,
commemorated by the launch of this publication,
which documents the deepening ties between
Malaysia and Mexico. As we celebrate five decades
of diplomatic relations, this publication pays tribute
to that legacy, spotlighting vital dialogues, cultural
exchanges, and academic collaborations that have
enriched both our nations.

Looking ahead, UTHM will embark on new
partnerships with universities in Mexico, with plans
to expand collaborations to additional institutions.
This marks an exciting milestone in our journey
toward mutual learning across diverse fields.
Through collaborative research, we aim to address
shared challenges in sustainable development,
environmental issues, and technological innovation,
fostering impactful discoveries. Exchange programs
will provide students and faculty with invaluable
global exposure, broaden cultural perspectives, and
deepen their understanding of diverse educational

environments. Additionally, with Spanish as the
primary language, this collaboration gives UTHM
students and faculty the opportunity to improve their
Spanish language skills and immerse themselves
in Mexican culture, further enhancing cultural
competency.

As we celebrate this momentous anniversary, I
am confident that the friendship and cooperation
between Malaysia and Mexico will continue to
flourish. Our shared values, mutual respect, and
dedication to academic and cultural exchange will
ensure that our partnership remains strong for
years to come. I extend my deepest gratitude to
everyone who contributed to this publication and to
the enduring relationship between our two nations.
May the ties between Malaysia and Mexico grow
ever stronger, serving as a model of international
cooperation and understanding.

18/6/2025 10:35:52 AM ‘ ‘



Profesor Dato’ Ir. Ts. Dr. Ruzairi Abdul Rahim
Rector
Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia
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Rector,
Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia

Me complace  presentar  Malaysia-Mexico@50:
Saboreando 50 afios de armonia: Una fusion de delicias
de Malasia y México, una publicacion que celebra la
duradera amistad entre nuestras dos naciones. Esta obra
resalta los hitos clave y los logros alcanzados en nuestras
relaciones bilaterales a lo largo de los ultimos cincuenta
afios. En conmemoracion de este aniversario, la
Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia (UTHM) se honra
en unirse a esta colaboracién ampliada, fortaleciendo
aun mds la alianza entre la Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia (UKM) y la Universidad de Ixtlahuaca.
La UTHM se enorgullece de formar parte de este hito
histérico en nuestra trayectoria diplomdtica, reflejado
en esta publicacion que documenta los lazos cada vez
mds estrechos entre Malasia y México.

Al celebrar cinco décadas de relaciones diplomdticas, esta
publicacion rinde homenaje a ese legado, destacando los
didlogos fundamentales, los intercambios culturales y
las colaboraciones académicas que han enriquecido a
ambas naciones. De cara al futuro, la UTHM iniciard
nuevas asociaciones con universidades en Meéxico
y tiene planes de ampliar la cooperacion con otras
instituciones. Este paso marca un hito significativo en
nuestro camino hacia el aprendizaje mutuo en diversas
disciplinas. A través de la investigacion conjunta,
buscamos abordar desafios comunes en materia de
desarrollo sostenible, problemdticas ambientales e
innovacion tecnologica, generando descubrimientos de
gran impacto. Los programas de intercambio brindardn

alos estudiantesy al personal académico una invaluable
exposicion global, ampliando sus perspectivas culturales
y profundizando su comprension de distintos entornos
educativos. Ademds, dado que el espafiol es el idioma
predominante, esta colaboracion ofrece a los estudiantes
y académicos de la UTHM la oportunidad de mejorar
sus competencias lingtiisticas en esparfiol e integrarse en
la cultura mexicana, fortaleciendo asi su competencia
intercultural.

Al conmemorar este trascendental aniversario, confio en
que la amistad y la cooperacion entre Malasia y México
seguirdn prosperando. Nuestros valores compartidos,
el respeto mutuo y el compromiso con el intercambio
académico y cultural garantizardn que nuestra
asociacion se mantenga firme en los afios venideros.
Expreso mi mds sincero agradecimiento a todos los que
han contribuido a esta publicacion y al fortalecimiento
de la relacion entre nuestras dos naciones. Que los lazos
entre Malasia y Meéxico continien fortaleciéndose,
sirviendo como un modelo ejemplar de cooperacion y
entendimiento internacional.

Malasia y México@50 | vii
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Vice Chancellor
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
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Forewrord,

Vice Chancellor,
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia

It is with great pride and honor that I present this
publication, “Malaysia-Mexico@50: Savoring 50-year
Harmony: A Fusion of Malaysia-Mexico” a work that
not only celebrates the longstanding friendship
between our two nations but also highlights the
significant achievements and milestones in our
bilateral relations over the past five decades. For,
UKM, the friendship started in 2003.

Since the establishment of the Center for Latin
American Studies (iKAL) at the Institute of Malaysian
and International Studies (IKMAS) on August 15,
2013, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) has
been deeply committed to fostering academic,
cultural, and research connections with the Latin
American region. iKAL bridges Malaysia and Latin
America, focusing on the region’s culture and society
from an Asian perspective. In 2016, we launched the
Malay edition of “Nueva Historia Minima de México”
titled “Intisari Sejarah Mexico Baharu,” an endeavor
that deepened our mutual understanding and
appreciation of each other’s histories.

A decade ago, we celebrated a significant milestone
in our diplomatic journey with Mexico by launching
“Mexico & Malaysia: Celebrating 40 Years of Friendship,”
a publication that documented our nations’ growing
ties. Today, as we celebrate 50 years of diplomatic
relations, this new publication continues that legacy,
highlighting the important dialogues, focusing on
cultural connections, and academic cooperation
that have enriched both our countries.

As we mark this important anniversary, I am
confident that the friendship and cooperation
between Malaysia and Mexico will continue to grow.
Our shared values, mutual respect, and commitment
to academic and cultural exchange will ensure that
our partnership remains strong for many years to
come.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to all
those who have contributed to this publication and
to the ongoing relationship between our two nations.
May the ties between Malaysia and Mexico flourish,
and may our friendship continue to serve as a model
of international cooperation and understanding.

18/6/2025 10:35:53 AM ‘ ‘



Prof. Dr. Sufian Jusoh
Rector
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
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Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia

Con gran orgullo y honor presento esta
publicacién,“Saboreando 50 Afios de Armonia: Una
fusion de delicias de Malasia y México”, una obra que
no solo celebra la duradera amistad entre nuestras dos
naciones, sino que también resalta los logros y momentos
clave en nuestras relaciones bilaterales a lo largo de los
ultimos cincuenta afios. Para la UKM, esta amistad
comenzo en 2003.

Desde la creacion del Centro de Estudios
Latinoamericanos (iKAL) en el Instituto de Estudios
Internacionales y de Malasia (IKMAS) el 15 de agosto
de 2013, la Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) ha
estado firmemente comprometida con el fortalecimiento
de los lazos academicos, culturales y de investigacion
con la region de America Latina. El iKAL actila como
un puente entre Malasia y América Latina, centrdndose
en la cultura y la sociedad de la region desde una
perspectiva asidtica. En 2016, lanzamos la edicion
en malayo de “Nueva Historia Minima de Meéxico”,
titulada “Intisari Sejarah Mexico Baharu”, un esfuerzo
que profundizd nuestro entendimiento mutuo y la
valoracion de nuestras respectivas historias.

Hace una década, celebramos un hito importante
en nuestra relacion diplomdtica con México con el
lanzamiento de “Meéxico y Malasia: Celebrando 40
Aflos de Amistad”, una publicacion que documentaba
el fortalecimiento de los vinculos entre nuestros paises.
Hoy, al conmemorar 50 afios de relaciones diplomdticas,
esta nueva publicacion continila ese legado, resaltando
los didlogos significativos, la conexion cultural y la
cooperacion academica que han enriquecido a ambas
naciones.

Al celebrar este aniversario tan significativo, tengo la
certeza de que la amistad y colaboracion entre Malasia
y Meéxico seguirdn fortaleciéndose. Nuestros valores
compartidos, el respeto mutuo y el compromiso con el
intercambio académico y cultural asegurardn que esta
relacion siga siendo solida en los afios venideros.

Deseo expresar mi mds sincero agradecimiento a todas
las personas que han contribuido a esta publicacion y
al continuo fortalecimiento de la relacion entre nuestras
naciones. Que los lazos entre Malasia y México sigan
floreciendo, y que nuestra amistad continile siendo un
ejemplo de cooperacion y entendimiento internacional.

Malasia y México@50 | ix
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Dr. Margarito Ortega Ballesteros
Chancellor of the University of Ixtlahuaca (CUI)
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Rector,
Universidad de Ixtlahuaca CUI

It is a great honour and pleasure for me to witness
the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations
between Malaysia and Mexico and even to
commemorate it with the fruit of the academic
linkage work that Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
(UKM) has assertively and vigorously undertaken,
for the brilliant idea of creating the Centre for Latin
American Studies (iKAL) at the Institute of Malaysian
and Latin American Studies (IKMAS) and from there
promoting and organising the International Seminar
on Latin America and Asia (LASA), which involved
several visits to our country and the formalisation
of links with important Academic Institutions of our
Nation such as the National Autonomous University
of Mexico (UNAM), the College of Mexico (COLMEX)
and by fortune and privilege with the University of
Ixtlahuaca CUI (UI CUI).

Our academic links began with the visit of a
UKM delegation under the leadership of its Vice
Chancellor Emerita Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Dr. Sharifah
Hapsah Syed Hasan Shahabudin, accompanied by
the Head of iKON and others to our facilities in 2012,
an event that led to the signing of a letter of intent
for collaboration that eventually made possible the
issuance of the Memorandum of Understanding in
Kuala Lumpur that same year, which enabled me to
participate in the LASA 3 International Seminar.

The visit in 2012 was the beginning of a wonderful
story that has yielded fruitful academic and research
relationships, as well as affective ones that I value
very highly, as great friendships have emerged.

In 2013 we received a second UKM delegation at
our University, this time headed by Prof. Dato’ Dr.
Rashila Ramli Director of IKMAS, who had already
been to our facilities in 2012 and who came to lay
the foundations for LASA 4, an activity in which the
University of Ixtlahuaca CUI was fortunated to be
the first Latin American venue and participate in its
organisation in 2014, gathering an audience of more
than 650 students and being very successful due to
the lectures given by experts from Malaysia and
Mexico.

The story continued with the renewal of the
Memorandum of Understanding in October 2016,
signed on the premises of UKM by its Vice Chancellor
Prof. Tan Sri Noor Azlan Ghazali in the framework
of the Fifth Seminar on Latin American and Asian
Studies; subsequently, in 2019 I was very pleased
to meet them again at the International Seminar in
Costa Rica where I had the honour of delivering a
lecture.

Our links were gradually on the rise, after being
affected by Covid 19 and the international pandemic
declaration, we resumed work in 2023 to sign in
Ixtlahuaca the renewal of the Memorandum of
Understanding with UKM, adding the Universiti
Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia (UTHM) to this strategic
alliance with Asia and having the joy of hosting LASA
7 for the second time, in which conferences were
presented, gastronomic workshops were held on
Malaysian and Mexican cuisine, and topics related to
sustainable development objectives, technological

18/6/2025 10:35:53 AM ‘ ‘



advances, education and culture were discussed,
as well as laying the foundations for the mobility of
teachers, students and management staff between
the three universities, which gave rise to the idea of
publishing this book.

In May 2024, I was very pleased to travel again to
Malaysia for the third time, this time accompanied
by the directors of the School of Gastronomy and
the Faculty of Engineering, Ms. Alicia Rendon
and Ms. Karina Balderas, and to be received in
an extraordinary and generous manner by the
authorities of UTHM in Parit Raja, Johor. Getting
to know its magnificent facilities and the warmth
of its staff, particularly its Rector Prof. Dato’ Ir. Ts.
Dr. Ruzairi Abdul Rahim and his entire team of
academic leaders, allowed us to further enjoy the
various meetings at its two campuses. Through these
visits, we were able to learn about their curricula and
mobility mechanisms, as well as enjoy the joyful and
enthusiastic contact of their students and teachers,
under the framework of music, Malay dances and
cuisine. This visit was truly fascinating and highly
productive, for which I would like to express my
heartfelt gratitude for your kind attention.

The programme of the journey included a visit
to the facilities of the Institute of Malaysian and
International Studies of UKM and I was very
pleased to coincide in the meeting with the former
Malaysian Ambassador to Mexico, who visited our
Universiti on several occasions, Her Excellency Dato’
Jamaiyah Mohamed Yusof, accompanied by Prof.

‘ ‘ Buku Mexico - updated.indd 11

Dato’ Dr. Rashila Ramli and other officials, where it
was agreed to produce this book to commemorate
5 decades of diplomatic relations between Mexico
and Malaysia which today we are honoured to
present: ‘Savouring 50 Years of Harmony: A Fusion
of Malaysia and Mexico’. This work means for our
university community the magic of discovering the
Malaysian culture, its gastronomy and its kind, warm,
attentive and generous people. How happy I am to
see in retrospect the realization of joint activities,
the student mobility already inaugurated with three
of our students, the signing of the Memorandum of
Understanding with Universiti Poly-Tech Malaysia,
and how enthusiastic I am to be convinced that the
best is yet to come!

Thanks to those who made this book possible and for
the presentation of the book to Prof. Dr. Abdul Halim
Abdul Gafor Acting Vice Chancellor of UKM, Prof.
Dato’ Ir. Ts. Dr. Ruzairi Abdul Rahim Vice Chancellor
of UTHM, His Excellency Jamal Sharifuddin Johan
Ambassador of Malaysia to Mexico and Ambassador
of Mexico to Malaysia H.E. Luis Javier Campuzano
Pifia. I offer my congratulations, may our peoples
stay twinned to make this world a place of peace,
welfare and progress!

Malasia y México@50 | xi
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Dr. Margarito Ortega Ballesteros
Rector de la Universidad de Ixtlahuaca CUI
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Universidad de Ixtlahuaca CUI

Es para mi un gran honor y placer el atestiguar el 50
aniversario de las relaciones diplomdticas entre Malasia
y Meéxico y conmemorarlo con el fruto de los trabajos
de vinculacion académica que ha emprendido de una
manera asertiva y vigorosa la Universidad Kebangsaan
Malaysia (UKM), por la idea brillante de crear el Centro
de Estudios Latinoamericanos (iKAL) en el Instituto de
Estudios de Malasia y América Latina (IKMAS) y desde
ahi promover y organizar el Seminario Internacional
sobre America Latina y Asia (LASA), cuya realizacién
implico diversas visitas a nuestro pais y la formalizacion
de vinculos con importantes Instituciones Académicas
de nuestra Nacion como es el caso de la Universidad
Nacional Auténoma de México (UNAM), el Colegio de
México (COLMEX) y por fortuna y privilegio con la
Universidad de Ixtlahuaca CUI (UI CUI).

Nuestros vinculos académicos iniciaron con la visita
a nuestras instalaciones en 2012 de una delegacion de
UKM liderada por su Rectora Emerita Tan Sri Dato’
Seri Dr. Sharifah Hapsah Syed Hasan Shahabudin,
acompafiada de la directora de iKON y de otras
personalidades, visita que propicio la firma de una carta
intencion de colaboracion y que a la postre nos condujo
a la firma del Memordndum de Entendimiento en Kuala
Lumpur en ese mismo afio y que me permitio participar
en el Seminario Internacional LASA 3.

Lavisita en 2012 fue el inicio de una historia maravillosa
que ha permitido estrechar relaciones académicas y de
investigacion fructiferas, al mismo tiempo afectivas que
mucho valoro, en razon de emerger grandes amistades.
En 2013 recibimos a una segunda delegacion de UKM

en nuestra Universidad, esta vez encabezada por la
profesora doctora Rashila Ramli Directora de IKMAS,
quien ya habia estado en nuestras instalaciones en
2012 y que acudid para establecer las bases de LASA 4,
actividad en la que la Universidad de Ixtlahuaca CUI
tuvo la dicha de ser la primera sede latinoamericana y
participar en su organizacion en 2014, evento que resulto
muy exitoso al dictarse sendas conferencias de expertos
de Malasia y de México, reuniendo un auditorio de mds
de 650 estudiantes.

La historia habria de continuar con la renovacion del
Memordndum de Entendimiento en octubre de 2016,
firmado en las instalaciones de UKM por su Rector Prof.
Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Dr. Noor Azlan Ghazali en el marco
del Quinto Seminario de Estudios Latinoamericanos y
Asidticos, y posteriormente ya en el afio 2019 me fue muy
grato volver a reunirnos en el Seminario Internacional
en Costa Rica donde tuve el honor de disertar una
ponencia.

Nuestros vinculos fueron paulatinamente en ascenso,
luego de vernos afectados por el Covid 19y la declaratoria
internacional de pandemia, retomamos los trabajos en
el aflo 2023 para firmar en Ixtlahuaca la renovacion
del Memordndum de Entendimiento con UKM y sumar
en esta alianza estratégica con Asia a la Universidad
Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia (UTHM) y tener la dicha
de ser por segunda ocasion sede de LASA 7 en la que se
presentaron conferencias y talleres gastronomicos de la
cocina Malaya y Mexicana y se discutieron temdticas
relacionadas con los objetivos de desarrollo sostenible,
avances tecnologicos, educacion y cultura, asi como
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sentar las bases para la movilidad docente, estudiantil
y de personal directivo entre las tres universidades,
surgiendo aqui la idea de la publicacién de este libro.

En mayo de 2024 me fue muy grato viajar nuevamente
a Malasia por tercera ocasion, esta vez acompafado
por las directoras de la Escuela de Gastronomia y de
la Facultad de Ingenieria, maestras Alicia Rendon y
Karina Balderas, y vernos atendidos de una manera
extraordinaria y generosa por las autoridades de
UTHM en Parit Raja, Johor; conocer sus magnificas
instalacionesy la calidez de su personal, particularmente
de su Rector Prof. Dato’ Ir. Ts. Dr. Ruzairi Abdul Rahim
y de todo su equipo de lideres académicos, con quienes
celebramos diversas reuniones en sus dos campus, para
conocer sus programas de estudio y los mecanismos para
impulsar la movilidad, ademds de disfrutar del contacto
alegre y entusiasta de sus estudiantes y profesores,
bajo el marco de la musica, las danzas Malayas y su
gastronomia. Realmente la visita resulto fascinante y
altamente productiva, por lo que aqui manifiesto mi
mds sentida gratitud por sus finas atenciones.

En el programa de la visita correspondid ir a las
instalaciones del Instituto de Estudios de Malasia
e Internacionales de UKM y me dio mucho gusto
coincidir en la reunion con quien fuera embajadora de
Malasia en México, quien visito en diversas ocasiones a
nuestra Universidad, la Excelentisima Dato’ Jamaiyah
Mohamed Yusof, acompafiando a la profesora doctora
Rashila Ramli y otros funcionarios, donde se acordo
la produccion de este Libro con el que se conmemoran
5 décadas de relaciones diplomdticas de Meéxico

‘ ‘ Buku Mexico - updated.indd 13

Yy Malasia, y que hoy nos honramos en presentar:
“Saboreando 50 Afios de Armonia: Una fusién de delicias
de Malasia y México”, significando esta obra para
nuestra comunidad universitaria la magia de descubrir
la cultura Malaya, su gastronomia y su gente amable
,cdlida, atenta y generosa. Que feliz me siento al ver en
retrospectiva la realizacion de actividades conjuntas,
la movilidad estudiantil ya inaugurada con tres de
nuestros estudiantes, la firma del Memordndum de
Entendimiento con la Universidad Poly-Tech Malaysia,
y que entusiasmo me causa el estar convencido que lo
mejor ain estd por venir.

Gracias a todos quienes hicieron posible este Libro y
por la presentacion de la misma a los sefiores: Prof. Dr.
Abdul Halim Abdul Gafor Rector Interino de UKM, Prof.
Dato’ Ir. Ts. Dr. Ruzairi Abdul Rahim Rector de UTHM,
al Excelentisimo Jamal Sharifuddin Johan Embajador
de Malasia en Mexico y al Embajador de México en
Malasia S.E. Luis Javier Campuzano Pifia.

Mouchas felicidades, que nuestros pueblos se sigan
hermanando para hacer de este mundo un espacio de
paz, bienestar y progreso.

Malasia y México@50 | xiii
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H.E. Jamal Sharifuddin Johan
Ambassador of Malaysia to the
United Mexican States
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Forewrord,

Ambassador of Malaysia
to the United Mexican States

It is with great pride and appreciation that I
celebrate the publication of Malaysia-Mexico@50:
Savoring 50 Years of Harmony — A Fusion of Malaysia-
Mexico Delights. This remarkable publication
commemorates the enduring friendship between
our two nations, highlighting the key milestones
and achievements that have shaped our bilateral
relations over the past five decades.

As we mark this significant anniversary, I am
confident that the strong bonds of friendship,
cooperation, and mutual respect between Malaysia
and Mexico will continue to flourish. Our shared
values and commitment to academic, cultural,
and economic exchanges have paved the way for
deeper collaboration, ensuring that our partnership
remains resilient and forward-looking.

This milestone is a testament to the dedication
and collective efforts of Universiti Tun Hussein
Onn Malaysia (UTHM), Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia (UKM), and Universidad de Ixtlahuaca (UI
CUI), whose invaluable contributions have helped
strengthen the bridge between our nations. Their
work in fostering cross-cultural understanding and
academic collaboration exemplifies the spirit of
international partnership that Malaysia and Mexico
cherish.

As we reflect on five decades of diplomatic ties, this
publication serves as a tribute to our shared history,
vibrant cultural exchanges, and growing cooperation
across diverse sectors, including education, trade,
and the arts. It is my sincere hope that the ties
between Malaysia and Mexico will continue to
deepen, serving as a model of global collaboration
and mutual prosperity.

To all those who contributed to this meaningful
initiative, I extend my heartfelt gratitude. May this
milestone inspire even greater achievements in the
years ahead, further strengthening the friendship
between Malaysia and Mexico.

Thank you.
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S.E. Jamal Sharifuddin Johan
Embajador de Malasia en los
Estados Unidos Mexicanos
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Prél

Embajador de Ia Embajada
de Malaysia en México

Es con gran orgullo y aprecio que celebro la publicacion
de Malaysia-Mexico@50: Saboreando 50 arios de
armonia - Una fusion de delicias de Malasia y México.
Esta extraordinaria publicacién conmemora la duradera
amistad entre nuestras dos naciones, destacando los hitos
y logros clave que han dado forma a nuestras relaciones
bilaterales durante los tiltimos cincuenta anos.

Al celebrar este importante aniversario, estoy seguro de
que los fuertes lazos de amistad, cooperacion y respeto
mutuo entre Malasia y México seguirdn floreciendo.
Nuestros valores compartidos y nuestro compromiso con
los intercambios académicos, culturales y econdmicos
han allanado el camino para una colaboracion mds
profunda, asegurando que nuestra asociacion se
mantenga resiliente y con vision de futuro.

Este hito es un testimonio de la dedicacion y los esfuerzos
colectivos de la Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia
(UTHM), la Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) y
la Universidad de Ixtlahuaca (UI CUI), cuyasinvaluables
contribuciones han ayudado a fortalecer el puente
entre nuestras naciones. Su labor en la promocion del
entendimiento intercultural y la colaboracion académica
ejemplifica el espiritu de asociacion internacional que
Malasia y México aprecian.

Al reflexionar sobre cinco décadas de lazos diplomdticos,
esta publicacidn sirve como un tributo a nuestra historia
compartida, los vibrantes intercambios culturales y la
creciente cooperacion en diversos sectores, incluyendo
la educacion, el comercio y las artes. Es mi mds
sincera esperanza que los lazos entre Malasia y México
continilen profundizdndose, sirviendo como un modelo
de colaboracion global y prosperidad mutua.

A todos aquellos que contribuyeron a esta significativa
iniciativa, les expreso mi mds profundo agradecimiento.
Que este hito inspire logros aiin mayores en los afios
venideros, fortaleciendo aiin mds la amistad entre
Malasia y México.

Gracias.

Malasia y México@50 | xv
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H.E Mr. Luis Javier Campuzano Piiia
Ambassador of Mexico in Malaysia
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Forewrord,

Ambassador of Mexico in Malaysia

I warmly congratulate Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia (UKM) and their partner institutions,
Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia (UTHM),
UPTM, and UI CUI, on their remarkable effort in
producing this publication; Malaysia-Mexico@50:
Savoring 50 years of Harmony - A Fusion of Malaysian
and Mexican Delights. This work is a testament to
the diplomatic, economic, cultural, and cooperative
ties between two great nations, as well as the bright
future that lies ahead.

Although both countries are divided by great oceans,
Malaysia and Mexico share deep commonalities,
particularly in cultural, ethnic and culinary diversity.
We both take pride in our cuisine, enjoying other
only eating, ???

Both our countries are recognized as a melting pot of
culture, blessed with a multitude of natural wealth
and home to spectacular UNESCO World Heritage
sites.

We are united by a shared commitment to the
principles of state sovereignty, international
cooperation, peaceful conflict resolution, and the
promotion of global peace and security. These
values have brought us closer in multilateral forums
and allowed us to forge meaningful alliances over
the past fifty years.

Our economic ties are also strong. According to
Data México, in 2022, trade between our countries
exceeded 15 billion USD, primarily involving
high-tech manufactured goods such as integrated
electronic circuits and semiconductors. We have
tremendous potential to expand our collaboration
in fields such as technological equipment, robotics,
green energy and technology, biotechnology,
aerospace, artificial intelligence, and innovation.

I am deeply grateful to Mexico for the great honor
and privilege of representing it in a country as
dynamic and full of opportunity as Malaysia. In this
spirit, I reaffirm the commitment of the Embassy of
Mexico in Malaysia to work closely with UKM and its
partner institutions to ensure we continue building
a future of opportunity and well-being for our youth
and our societies—in a world that increasingly
demands collaboration, partnership, and mutual
understanding between nations rooted in ancient
cultures and united by a forward-looking vision.
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S.E Mr. Luis Javier Campuzano Pifia
Embajador de México en Malasia
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Embajador de México en Malasia

Felicito muy calurosamente a la Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia (UKM) y a las universidades colaboradoras:
la Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia (UTHM), la
Universiti Poly-Tech Malaysia (UPTM) y la Universidad
de Ixtlahuaca (UI CUI), por el gran esfuerzo de plasmar
en esta publicacion: Malaysia-México@50: Saboreando
50 Afios de Armonia - Una fusion de delicias de Malasia
y México, un gran testimonio de las muy valiosas
relaciones diplomdticas, econdémicas, culturales, y de
cooperacion entre nuestros grandes paises, asi como de
su futuro prometedor.

Malasia y Meéxico, aunque distantes geogrdficamente
comparten muchas similitudes como la diversidad
cultural, étnica y gastronomica. Nos encanta comer Y,
sobre todo, comer muy bien, con una extraordinaria
gama de colores, sabores y aromas en nuestras cocinas
tradicionales.

Somos paises megadiversos, con grandes riquezas
naturales y fascinantes sitios de patrimonio de la
humanidad reconocidos por la UNESCO.

Tenemos una tradicion de respeto a la soberania de los
estados, de promocion de la cooperacion internacional,
la solucién pacifica de controversias y la paz y seguridad
internacionales que nos han acercado en los foros
multilaterales y nos han permitido crear alianzas muy
valiosas a lo largo del ultimo medio siglo.

Tenemos un intercambio econdmico significativo. De
conformidad con Data México, en 2022 el comercio entre
nuestros dos patses fue superior a los 15 mil millones
de dolares. Los intercambios estuvieron concentrados
en productos manufacturados de alta tecnologia como
circuitos electronicos integrados y semiconductores.
Tenemos una gran oportunidad de crecer junto en
la produccion de, entre otros, equipos tecnoldgicos,
robdtica, energia y tecnologia verde, biotecnologia,
industria  aeroespacial, inteligencia artificial e
innovacion.

Agradezco enormemente a Meéxico, por la gran
distincion y privilegio de representarlo en un pais tan
extraordinario y lleno de oportunidades como lo es
Malasia. En ese contexto, reitero la disposicion de la
Embajada de México en Malasia de cooperar con la
UKM vy otras instituciones colaboradoras, en asegurar
que seguiremos construyendo un futuro lleno de
oportunidades y bienestar para nuestras juventudes y
nuestras poblaciones, en un mundo que requiere ante
todo colaboracion, cooperacion y entendimiento de
paises con cultura milenaria y vision de futuro.

Malasia y México@50 | xvii
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Celebrating the Vibrant Culture of Mexico
Celebrando la vibrante cultura de México
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Introduction

A Brief Overview of Malaysia-Mexico Diplomatic Relations
by Dato’ Jamaiyah Mohamed Yusof

Diplomatic relations between Malaysia and Mexico were officially established
on 27 March 1974. Initially, neither country had a resident diplomatic mission in
the other. Mexico managed its diplomatic relations with Malaysia through its
embassy in Jakarta, Indonesia, while Malaysia was accredited to Mexico via
its embassy in Washington, D. C. This changed in October 1991 when Mexico
opened its embassy in Kuala Lumpur, followed by Malaysia opening its embassy
in Mexico City in 1992.

Since the establishment of diplomatic ties, Malaysia-Mexico relations have
progressed positively across various areas of cooperation. Both countries
share similar global views and concerns, which have fostered a friendly and
collaborative atmosphere. This has led to strengthened and closer cooperation
in many sectors.

The two nations have signed bilateral agreements in several areas, including
trade and investment, transportation, telecommunications, agriculture, tourism,
and education.

In education, the National University of Malaysia (UKM) has taken the lead
in forming formal linkages with Mexican higher learning institutions. UKM
has signed Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) with several Mexican
universities. These efforts by the Institute of Malaysian & International Studies
(IKMAS), UKM are commendable and should be applauded.

Lastly, UKM looks forward to work together with higher institutions in Mexico in
the years to come to further strengthening the collaborations between the two
countries especially in the field of education.

Cafuftulev [

Introduccion

Resumen Breve de las Relaciones Diplomaticas entre
Malasia y México
Por Dato’ Jamaiyah Mohamed Yusof

Las relaciones diplomaticas entre Malasia y Meéxico se establecieron
oficialmente el 27 de marzo de 1974. Inicialmente, ninguno de los dos paises
contaba con una mision diplomatica residente en el otro. México gestionaba
sus relaciones diplomaticas con Malasia a través de su embajada en Yakarta,
Indonesia, mientras que Malasia estaba acreditada ante México mediante su
embajada en Washington, D. C. Esta situacion cambio en octubre de 1997,
cuando México abrid su embajada en Kuala Lumpur, seguida por la apertura de
la embajada de Malasia en la Ciudad de México en 1992.

Desde el establecimiento de los lazos diplomaticos, las relaciones entre Malasia
y México han progresado de manera positiva en diversas areas de cooperacion.
Ambos paises comparten visiones y preocupaciones globales similares, lo que
ha favorecido un ambiente de amistad y colaboracion, fortaleciendo asi su
cooperacion en multiples sectores.

Ambas naciones han firmado acuerdos bilaterales en varios ambitos, incluidos
el comercio y la inversion, el transporte, las telecomunicaciones, la agricultura,
el turismo y la educacion.

En el ambito educativo, la Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) ha liderado
la formacion de vinculos formales con instituciones de educacion superior en
Meéxico. UKM ha suscrito memorandos de entendimiento (MoU) con varias
universidades mexicanas, un esfuerzo que ha sido impulsado por el Instituto
de Estudios de Malasia e Internacionales (IKMAS) de UKM y que merece
reconocimiento.

Por ultimo, UKM espera continuar colaborando con instituciones de educacion
superior en Meéxico en los proximos afios para seguir fortaleciendo los
lazos académicos y fomentar aun mas la cooperacion entre ambos paises,
especialmente en el ambito educativo.

Malasia y México@50 | 1
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Chagten 2

Flavours of Harmony

By Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nor Lisa Sulaiman (UTHM), Chef Jestis Martinez &
Mtra Alicia Rendén (Ul CUI)

Food not only feeds the hungry but also connects people across cultures
and countries. This chapter focuses on simple yet flavorful foods that share
similarities between Malaysian and Mexican taste buds, with foolproof recipes
shared by chefs and lecturers from both countries.

Malaysia is amulticultural country and its cuisine is largely influenced by various
ethnicities especially Malay, Chinese and Indian. The history of Malaysian food
is elusive. However, it is clear that Malaysian food has been enjoyed by all
ethnic groups, and this makes Malaysia unique, creating harmony among its
people. In Mexico, food has gained tremendous popularity for its colorful and
flavorful taste, which comes from deeply rooted in the rich history of various
indigenous cultures such as Aztecs, Maya and Spanish influences. Mexicans
enjoy food not only for its taste, but it becomes even more meaningful when
shared with others, fostering strong social and cultural bonds.

Sharing similar roots, culture and culinary backgrounds, Malaysian and
Mexican cuisines can proudly present their authentic foods to the world. Here
are some of the recipes from both countries that could offer a new experience
for anyone for try and enjoy the flavors as Malaysians and Mexicans do.
These selected dishes were the heart-warming memories both delegates and
students made together during LASA 7 and mobility program at Universiti Tun
Hussein Onn Malaysia.

CWG/ 2

Sabores en Armonia

Por la Prof. Asociada Dra. Nor Lisa Sulaiman (UTHM),
el Chef Jesus Martinez & la Mtra. Alicia Rendén (Ul CUI)

La comida no solo alimenta el hambre, sino que también nos conecta con
personas de diferentes culturas y paises. Este capitulo se centra en platillos
simples pero llenos de sabor que reflejan similitudes entre los gustos de los
malasios y los mexicanos, con recetas infalibles compartidas por chefs y
académicos de ambos paises.

Malasia es un pais multicultural cuya gastronomia esta influenciada por
diversas etnias, especialmente la malaya, la china y la india. La historia de
la comida de Malasia es dificil de rastrear con precision, pero lo que es
innegable es que los malasios disfrutan de su cocina desde temprana edad,
convirtiéndola en un simbolo de identidad y armonia entre su gente.

Alotrolado del mundo, la gastronomia mexicana ha alcanzado gran popularidad
por sus colores vibrantes y su inconfundible sabor, el cual tiene profundas
raices en la rica historia de diversas culturas indigenas, como los aztecas y
los mayas, ademas de la influencia espariola. Para los mexicanos, la comida
no solo es un deleite para el paladar, sino también un elemento esencial de
convivencia, fortaleciendo lazos sociales y culturales.

Con raices, culturas y tradiciones culinarias con sorprendentes similitudes, es
evidente que tanto Malasia como México pueden compartir con orgullo sus
platillos auténticos con el mundo.

Aqui se presentan algunas recetas de ambos paises que brindan una
experiencia gastrondmica unica a quienes deseen explorar y disfrutar los
sabores, tal como lo hacen malasios y mexicanos. Estos platillos seleccionados
representan recuerdos significativos, preparados en conjunto por delegados
y estudiantes durante LASA 7 y el programa de movilidad en la Universiti Tun
Hussein Onn Malaysia.

Malasia y México@50 | 31
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Chagten 3

Embracing The Future:
Aspirations for 2024-2026

66

Congratulations to Malaysia and Mexico on celebrating 50 years of friendship
and cooperation. May the next chapters of this relationship be marked by
continued growth, mutual respect, and vibrant cultural exchange. Here's
to many more years of shared successes, enriched understanding, and
strengthened bonds that bring our nations even closer together.

Assoc Prof. Dr. Andrew Kam Jia Yi
Head of Centre of Latin American Studies,
The National University of Malaysia

66

The people to people relationship between Mexico and Malaysia has grown
from strength to strength. It is my hope with prayers that the effort nurtured
by many like-minded scholars who are internationalists at heart will be taken
to the next level.. Congratulations to Mexico and Malaysia for 50 years of
believing in one another!

Prof. Dato’ Dr. Rashila Ramli

Former Director of the Institute of Malaysian and
International Studies (IKMAS),

The National University of Malaysia

66

As we celebrate 50 years of diplomatic ties between Malaysia and Mexico, |
feel a deep sense of pride in how far we've come. Our collaboration, once an
unexplored frontier, has blossomed into a meaningful exchange of knowledge
and culture. | look forward to nurturing this growth and forging even stronger
connections in the future.

Dr. Nik Mohammad Hasif Mat
Research Fellow at the Centre of Latin American Studies,
The National University of Malaysia
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Abrazando el Futuro:
Aspiraciones para 2024-2026

66

Felicitaciones a Malasia y México por celebrar 50 afios de amistad y cooperacion.
Que los proximos capitulos de esta relacion estén marcados por un crecimiento
continuo, el respeto mutuo y un vibrante intercambio cultural. Brindemos por
muchos mds afios de éxitos compartidos, comprension enriquecida y lazos
fortalecidos, que acerquen atiin mds a nuestras naciones.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Andrew Kam Jia Yi
Director del Centro de Estudios Latinoamericanos,
Universidad Nacional de Malasia

66

La relacion entre los pueblos de México y Malasia se ha fortalecido cada vez mds.
Es mi esperanza, acompafiada de oraciones, que el esfuerzo cultivado por muchos
académicos dfines, internacionalistas de corazén, se lleve al siguiente nivel.
iFelicitaciones a México y Malasia por 50 afios de confianza mutua!

Prof. Dato’ Dr. Rashila Ramli
Ex Directora del Instituto de Estudios Malayos e Internacionales (IKMAS),
Universidad Nacional de Malasia

66

Al celebrar 50 afos de lazos diplomdticos entre Malasia y México, siento un
profundo orgullo por todo lo que hemos alcanzado. Nuestra colaboracion,
que alguna vez fue una frontera inexplorada, ha florecido en un intercambio
significativo de conocimientos y cultura. Espero con ansias seguir nutriendo este
crecimiento y forjar conexiones aun mds fuertes en el futuro.

Dr. Nik Mohammad Hasif Mat
Investigador del Centro de Estudios Latinoamericanos,
Universidad Nacional de Malasia

Malasia y México@50 | 47

18/6/2025 10:36:58 AM ‘ ‘



1580 978-620-400-181-0 PENERBIT
THM 4

u

=

|1 e
e uFJ t g E
YF T?L'\ LREE LYELALTRE E'“..-

S ey




